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What’s Inside 

The Iva Chimes  

is available online at 

www.zionhemlock.org 

 

God’s  
Helping Hands 

 
Open 2nd and 4th Saturday   

10 am—1 pm 
Open Sundays after worship service  

for our members 

A Lent to Remember 
Midweek Lenten Series ~ Holy Week 

3/06/19 Ash Wednesday  “Remember Dust”   Psalm 103:13-14 

3/13/19 Lenten Midweek II  “Remember Wondrous Works” Psalm 111:4 

3/20/19 Lenten Midweek III  “Remember Jesus’ Words”  Luke 22:61-62 

3/27/19 Lenten Midweek IV  “Remember the Covenant”  Psalm 105:8 

4/03/19 Lenten Midweek V  “Remember Sins No More”  Jeremiah 31:34 

4/10/19 Lenten Midweek VI  “Remember Steadfast Love” Psalm 98:3 

4/18/19 Maundy Thursday  “Remembrance of Me”  1 Cor. 11:23-26 

4/19/19 Good Friday  “Remember Me”   Luke 23:39-43 

4/21/19 Easter Day  “Remember Jesus Risen”  2 Timothy 2:8, 11 

 
Join us in the fellowship hall from 5:30-6:30 pm through Lent and Sundays at 11:00 am following 
the worship service. “Joining Jesus in His Mission” will be discussed together. “Joining Jesus 

on His Mission” will alter the way you see your life as a follower of Jesus and take 
you beyond living your life for Jesus to living life with Jesus. Simple, powerful and 
applicable insights show you how to be on mission and recognize where Jesus is 
already at work in your neighborhoods, workplaces and schools. You will feel both 
relief and hope. You may even hear yourself say, “I can do this!” as you start re-
sponding to the everyday opportunities Jesus is placing in your path. Come and join 
Jesus and us at this time!  

On Ash Wednesday we will enjoy soup supper supplied by the Evangelism/
Stewardship Board. The next meal will be a potluck meal before the last Lenten service on April 

10. There will be no soup suppers before the remaining Lenten services.  

Daylight Savings Time  
begins  

March 10 
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From Rachel Meyer in Uganda... 

Dear friends in Christ, 
  
I pray this message finds you enjoying a blessed start to the new year!  
  
January has been a month of prayer and preparation.  I enjoyed celebrating Christmas and New Years in Nairobi with fellow LCMS mis-
sionaries, and I am now preparing for the start of a new school year on February 4.  
  
Instead of attaching a newsletter for you to download this month, I will share some prayer requests here. 
 
Give thanks for… 

 God’s presence and care.  This month, I am especially thankful for the way God speaks to us through His Word, and for the pastors 

who help me grow in that Word.  I am also thankful for fellow Christians who encourage and support me in joys and challenges, and for the 

bountiful prayer support of all of you. 

 The various gifts and talents God has given to each person to serve.  Each day I am blessed by people with unique skills to do 
things I cannot, such as pilots and drivers, doctors and pharmacists, carpenters and plumbers, chefs and gardeners, security and postal 

workers, and so many more.  I thank God for all of you, as well, and all of the various ways you serve. 

 Please pray for… 

 Health and safety.  I have been dealing with some minor medical issues the last few months.  Please pray for healing of body, mind, 

and spirit so I may be strengthened to serve God fully. 

 Ministry in the new school year.  Please pray for God to provide opportunities for the children, teachers, and community of Bufuula 

to hear God’s Word and grow in faith.  Pray that He gives me wisdom to share the gospel effectively. 

Thank you for your continued prayers, encouragement, and support.  I thank God for each of you and your partnership in sharing the Gos-
pel. 
  
God's blessings to you in Christ, 
Rachel Meyer,  LCMS Missionary in Uganda 

  

Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer.   
Romans 12:12 

Teachers from several Lutheran schools in the area attended a 
workshop this month in preparation for the beginning of the new 
school year.  They were commissioned for service in a worship 
service at the conclusion of the workshop.  Please keep all of 
the teachers in your prayers as they serve God's children in this 

upcoming school year. 

Just a note... 
While many of you are enduring frigid winter weather, our tempera-
tures here have been in the upper 80s and 90s.  January is one of our 
hottest times of year.  Maybe I can ask God to share some of our sun-
shine with you.  
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Pastor’s Page… 
It has been an exceptional winter, even for Michigan.  So much snow, ice, wind, cold.  The 
amazing part of it all is that much of the rest of the country has gotten even harsher weather 
than we have experienced!  We talk about the weather often.  Why is that?   
 
Well, it is almost what defines Michigan, to a greater or lesser extent.  If you don’t like the 
weather in Michigan, just wait 5 minutes.  The winters are long.  We sometimes can feel like 
we are the southern Alaska, in the contiguous states of America.  We talk about the weather 
because it is what determines what we will wear, if we will go out or not, and what other ven-
tures we will be willing to take up.  It guides us in what we will do when, and lets us know 
what we can expect when we undertake our errands for the day or night.  Weather is what we 
all have in common.  So, it is easy to talk about in conversations.  People have either heard about it or not.  And most 
people are interested in just what weather is expected to blow their way in Michigan.   
 
We have been living in exceptional times in recent years, even given all that has happened in the history of the world.  
So much has fallen that we took for granted.  We have fallen so far from where we once were.  We are daily blown over 
by the next conflict and complaint and crime.  Just like Jesus said, the world is becoming a colder place to live in, even 
as the days of His return near.  In the United States, we are seeing tensions rise to levels that are approaching, or have 
passed, the degrees of most major troubles we have ever had to contend with in our lifetimes.  Yet, we still see on the 
horizon of other nations of the world, troubles that have spiraled well past anything we have as of yet.  We are threat-
ened with thoughts of their troubles spiraling out of their country, into ours over time.   
 
Yes, we talk about weather, and about life like the weather.  But, how often do we talk about God with our family, friends, 
and just anyone in conversation?  It is the beginning of Lent on March 6 th.  It is well past time, for our conversations to 
turn to God and the events He is bringing our way.  Jesus brings us Good News that, has changed how we weather the 
world of troubles we encounter.  The great thing about Jesus is that, unlike the weather, He doesn’t change.  He is relia-
ble.  So much love that our blood red sins, have turned as white as snow.  Whenever we have fallen, slipped into sinning, 
our Lord’s love picks us up, and because all our sins were dumped on Him, He has put our sins as far as the East is from 
the West.  We have clear skies to live under in our lives.  We are free to live unhindered by our sins and their conse-
quences.  We can expect the same great love of God every day.  He turns the clouds that cover all of us at some times 
in our lives, and show it is still He who reigns, as He rains blessings on us to praise Him instead of cursing the day.   
 
Jesus, from heaven to earth, is connected to us so closely, we are under the same umbrella of love, no matter what we 
weather through, day to day.  We wear His robe of righteousness which is fit for all types of conditions we weather.  The 
love of our Lord moves us to go out, make disciples, unafraid of whatever might come, because our Lord’s presence and 
promises makes us prepared for anything.  Isn’t Jesus worth talking about with others, as much as we converse over the 
weather in Michigan!  He will prepare us and others what to expect day and night, in life or at death in the 50 states of 
weather and more we can expect in Michigan.     
      
     Enjoying, sharing the unchanging love of God with you, 
       Pastor Paul Hauser  

        

Pastor Paul Hauser 
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Dear Friends in Christ, 

Through the generosity of God’s Helping Hands, you are making possible the early 
support of the Christian humanitarian relief work of Orphan Grain Train—Michigan in 
its inaugural steps in Sebewaing. With gratitude we received your material gifts of 
clothing which will be applied to the early work of Orphan Grain Train—Michigan. It 

was a most open-handed donation and we are deeply appreciative.  

Orphan Grain Train—Michigan is the newest initiative in the world-wide Christian hu-
manitarian network which has expanded over the last twenty-six years. You are making it possible for us to have for the very first time 
a solid foothold in the state of Michigan. Orphan Grain Train is a recognized service organization of The Lutheran Church—Missouri 

Synod. 

Through  Orphan Grain Train humanitarian relief is sent into 67 foreign countries with the message of Jesus. Orphan Grain Train—

Michigan will be an illustration of Christ’s continuing care of people through gifts such as yours. 

May God continue to prosper your life and service as you collaborate—Zion and St. Peter– in the efforts of God’s Helping Hands. We 

are grateful you have entrusted us to be faithful stewards. Please hold Orphan Grain Train—Michigan in your prayers.  

Sincerely yours in Christ,  

Pastor David Deed, Branch Manager, Orphan Grain Train—Michigan 

“What! Me Hurry!?” 
A daily devotion from Lutheran Hour Ministries 

1 Peter 5:8 “Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.” 

A friend once told us the following story: it seems that Satan and three of his cohorts were lounging around after dinner one evening, discussing 

what might be done to win people’s hearts for hell. 

On junior tempter exclaimed eagerly, “I’ve got it! I’ve got it! Let’s tell people there is no God!” 

Satan looked at him with disdain and replied, “That’s ridiculous. The knowledge of God is written into people’s hearts; You’ll never get away with a 

lie like that.” 

Then another young devil chimed in, “I know! I know! We’ll tell people there is no heaven; there is no hell.” 

To which Satan responded, “You fool! Everyone know that there’s often no justice in life. You’ll never convince more than a very few that there is 

no justice in eternity.” 

Finally, the tempter leapt to his feet. “I have it!” he shouted. “We’ll not say there is no God, no heaven, no hell. We’ll just say there is no hurry.” 

Satan’s face lit up as he rubbed his hands in glee. “Excellent!” he responded. “The perfect lie. With it we’ll win the world.” 

Time and again, in spiritual conversations with people, talking about the relationship with the Lord Jesus, we encounter people who seem recep-
tive. They aren’t belligerent. They don’t close the door in our faces. Yet, they ignore the invitation of God’s grace. They might tell us, “This fall 
when the kids are in school, we can start making it to church. Or they might say, “After Christmas when things calm down — that’s our resolution 

for the New Year.” Or sometimes we hear, “This spring when the weather is better, and it’s not such a hassle getting around.” 

After all, what’s the hurry? We’ll get there.  

Sadder still are Christ’s own people who believe, or at least act as though they believe, Satan’s “No hurry” lie. They put off sharing their faith, 
waiting for some golden opportunity when the stars align, the weather’s just right, when they’re all studied up on the Bible to speak about Jesus. 
That, as we may expect, may never happen. In the end, sadly, Christians trot out many of the same excuses used by unbelievers for not respond-

ing ot God’s Gospel invitation.  

The fields are white now, Jesus says in Matthey 9:35-38, the harvest is ready now. The laborers are… us. If we have failed in the past, we can 
begin again, and again, if we have to — and we will have to. Because — no surprise here—failing is what we do. Thankfully, our Lord Jesus for-

gives us and empowers us by that forgiveness to go and tell His story to a world that needs to hear some really good news now.  

The Prayer: Heavenly Father, it’s easy to think there’s always tomorrow to do what we can do today. We seek the Holy Spirit’s help to listen 

when necessary and to speak when we should so that others can know about Jesus’ love. In His Name we pray. Amen. 
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God’s Helping Hands 
 
We have been open 6 months now and so far it has cost Zion nothing, even though we have 
helped many people. 
 
The number of people served this year are: 

Jan. 12, 2019 – 131 people served 
We were closed for the 4th Saturday in Jan. because of another event at Zi-

on. 
Feb. 9, 2019 – 113 people served even though the weather was bad 
Feb. 23, 2019 – 127 people served. 

 
Our high level for people served is 162. 
 
We have received generous donations from Paul Walter Hauser, St. Peter Church and several other individuals. Pies were re-
cently donated by the Merrill Sports Boosters Club. Venison can be donated if processed by a USDA approved processor. 
 
Donations have been down recently so if you have household items or clothes (especially men’s jeans and children’s clothes) to 
donate, it will be appreciated.  Household items include: dishes, bed sheets, blankets, pots & pans, microwaves, vacuum clean-
ers, and such.  Please make sure items are clean and in good condition.  Large items cannot be accepted because we don’t have 
the room to store them.  If you do have large items to donate, they can be written on a 3”x5” index card with your name and 
phone number along with the item you want to give away.  This will be posted on our bulletin board and displayed when we are 
open.  People can reach out to each other directly. 
 
The Central Region Annual Agency meeting will be held in Zion’s Fellowship Hall on May 6th.  Many agency outlets for 
the Food Bank of Eastern Michigan will get together for training and updates.  
 
Thank you to all of our volunteers who spend hours of their time organizing and sorting through donations that are dropped off, 
picking up food, and the many other things that need to be done in order for this ministry to be successful. If you would like to help 
out there is a sign up sheet in the narthex. Contact Paul Bohn with any questions.  

 

Offerings Received  
for the Lord’s Work 
As of February 24, 2019 

 

 
Income received from: 

Loose Plate   $        258 
General Fund Envelopes  $   29,771 
Mission    $        634 
Maintenance   $     1,719 
Total Offerings Received   $   32,402 
Misc. Other Income, Rent  $        225 
Total Income   $   32,627 
 
Offerings 1/1/19 thru 2/24/19  $   32,402 
Expenses 1/1/19 to 2/24/19  $   30,842 
Income minus Expense  $     1,560 
 

Amount needed weekly $4,504 per budget  
Total offerings received thru 2/24/19  $ 32,402 
Offerings needed thru 2/24/19  - 8 wks  $ 36,032 
Offerings short per budget                  $  -3,360    
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1  Troy Beyersdorf 
2  Bruce Pretzer 
3 George Leveto 
4 Easton Coty 
5   Allyssa Carroll 
  Christopher Ross 
  Andrew Ross 
  Carlton Ross 
  Suzanne Schultz 
  Isaac Wietfeldt 
6  Karen Gardner 
7  Garrett Hingston 
  Tom Neuenfeldt 
8  Don Beach 
9 Mike Rohn 
10 Tom Garner 
11 Jeanne Kade 
15 Jesus Mata 
16 Jason Bluemer 
  Kay Card 
  Mckenna Kumar 
18 Jeff Teske 
 Lucinda Hodges 
21 Dakota Baccary 
 Maxine Diener 
 Logan Valliere 
22 Janice Coty 
 Duane Tessin 
 Rosemary Schell 
23 Karen Seeburger 
24 Mark Hilbrandt 
 Hannah Spangler 
 Conner Neuenfeldt 
25 Kayla Goward 
 Barbara Willman 
27 Meredith Davis  
 Mitchell Hingston 
 Austin Kade 
 Haley Willman 
29 Rebecca Greskowiak 
 Matthew Schmoyer 
 Gerri Hingston 
30 Pam Gilbert 
 Claire Laurenz 
 Don Rossow 
31 Dominique Porter 

2 Penny Brown 
 Ariana Duma 
 Alena Duma 
4 Dennis Osmond 
 Amber Richnak 
5 Mary Hollingsworth 
8   Nancy Deibel 
9   Ryan Hilbrandt 
10   Beth Hagarty 
 Adam Beyersdorf  
11 Carol Card 
 Travis Yell 
13 Robin Wenzel 
 Sharon Hyatt 
14 Jessalie Flores 
15 Carl Roggow 
 Cash Kruth 
 Larry Kade 
16 Steve Kumar 
 Rebecca Hodges 
18 Sierra Yell 
      Kimberly Rose 
19 Megan Rich 
20 Jordan Hingston 
21 David Berger 
 Jonathan Berger 
 Jim McQuiston 
 Marsha Pretzer 
23   Shirley Fraser 
 Sierra Hanson 
25   Bruce La Londe 
26   Dick Gofton 
 Mark Richardson 
 Katie McCoy 
 Thomas Hollingsworth 
30 Jacob White 

March 6 Daryl & Jane Tessin 
March 7   Don & Bernice Beach 
March 13  Gary & JoAnn Frost 
March 16   Richard & Sally Wietfeldt 
March 17   Greg & Christine McMahon 

 

April 9 John & Carrie Gardner  

April 16 Chris & Jerry Farrar  

April 21  Elmer & Barb Willman 

April 22 Jerry & Julie Keel   

April 25 Dale & Nancy Deibel  

April 26 Laurel & Kevin Ross  

April 29 Jim & Geri Hingston 

98th Annual  
Chicken  
Dinner   
Sunday,  

April 28, 2019  
serving  

11:00 ~ 2:00 pm 
   Adults ~ $10   

    Children 5-12 ~ $5 
      Under 5 are free 

 
Take outs will be available from 10:30 am– 1:00 pm. 

 
Look for sign up sheets in the narthex  

for groceries, help and pies.   
Please help us in  

making this a successful event! 
 



The Iva Chimes                   
 

                                  March/April 2019          7 

 

 

Apr 1 7:00 pm Handbells 
Apr 2 9:00 am LWR Quilters 
 6:30 pm Church Council  
Apr 3 10:30 am Bible Study 
 5:30-6:30 pm “Joining Jesus in His Mission” 
 7:00 pm Lenten Worship 
Apr 4 6:30 pm Amen’s Bible Study 
 

Apr 7  9:30 am Worship w/Communion 
 10:30 am Fellowship  
 10:30 am Choir Rehearsal 
 11:00 am “Joining Jesus in His Mission” 
Apr 8 7:00 pm Handbells 
Apr 9 9:00 am LWR Quilters 
Apr 10 10:30 am Bible Study 
 5:30 pm Potluck supper 
 5:30-6:30 pm “Joining Jesus in His Mission” 
 7:00 pm Midweek Lenten Worship 
Apr 11 6:00 Trustees 
 6:30 pm Elders 
Apr 13 10 am—1 pm God’s Helping Hands 
 

Apr 14  9:30 am Worship (Palm Sunday) 
 10:30 am Fellowship Hour 
 10:30 am Choir Rehearsal  
 11:00 am “Joining Jesus in His Mission” 
Apr 15 7:00 pm Handbells 
Apr 16 9:00 am LWR Quilters 
Apr 17 10:30 am Bible Study 
Apr 18 7:00 pm Maundy Thursday Worship w/Communion 
Apr 19 1:00 pm Good Friday Worship w/Communion 
 

Apr 21 6:30 am Easter Sunrise Worship/Communion 
 9:30 am Easter Festival Worship/Communion 
 10:30 am Fellowship  
Apr 23 9:00 am LWR Quilters 
Apr 24 10:30 am Bible Study 
Apr 25 6:30 pm Amen’s Bible Study 
Apr 26 3:30 pm Chicken Dinner Prep 
Apr 27 9:00 am Chicken Dinner Prep 
 

Apr 28 9:30 am Worship 
 11:00-2:00 pm Annual Chicken Dinner 
Apr 30 9:00 am LWR Quilters 

 

April Calendar 

Mar 3  9:30 am Worship w/Communion 
 10:30 am Fellowship  
 10:45 am Choir Rehearsal 
Mar 4 7:00 pm Handbells 
Mar 5 9:00 am LWR Quilters 
 6:30 pm Church Council  
Mar 6 10:30 am Bible Study 
 5:30 pm Soup Supper 
 5:30-6:30 pm “Joining Jesus in His Mission”  
 7:00 Ash Wednesday Worship 
Mar 7 6:30 pm Amen’s Bible Study 
Mar 9 10 am—1 pm God’s Helping Hands 
 

Mar 10 9:30 am Worship (Daylight Savings Time begins) 
 10:30 am Fellowship Hour 
 10:30 am Choir Rehearsal  
 11:00 am “Joining Jesus in His Mission” 
 Mar 11 9:00 am Evangel/Stewardship 
 7:00 pm Handbells 
Mar 12 9:00 am LWR Quilters 
Mar 13 10:30 am Bible Study 
 5:30-6:30 pm “Joining Jesus in His Mission” 
 7:00 pm Midweek Lenten Worship 
Mar 14 6:00 Trustees 
 6:30 pm Elders 
 

Mar 17 9:30 am Worship w/Communion 
 10:30 am Fellowship  
 10:30 am Choir Rehearsal 
 11:00 am “Joining Jesus in His Mission” 
Mar 18 7:00 pm Handbells 
Mar 19 9:00 am LWR Quilters 
Mar 20 10:30 am Bible Study 
 5:30-6:30 pm “Joining Jesus in His Mission” 
 7:00 pm Midweek Lenten Worship 
Mar 21  6:30 pm Amen’s Bible Study 
Mar 23 10:00 am—1:00 pm God’s Helping Hands 
 

Mar 24 9:30 am Worship 
 10:30 am Fellowship 
 10:30 am Choir Rehearsal 
 11:00 am “Joining Jesus in His Mission” 
Mar 25 7:00 pm Handbells 
Mar 26 9:00 am LWR Quilters 
Mar 27 10:30 am Bible Study 
 5:30-6:30 pm “Joining Jesus in His Mission” 
 7:00 pm Midweek Lenten Worship 
Mar 28  6:30 pm Amen’s Bible Study 
 

Mar 31 9:30 am Worship 
 10:30 am Fellowship 
 10:30 am Choir Rehearsal 
 11:00 am “Joining Jesus in His Mission” 

March  Calendar 



The mission and vision of Zion Lutheran Church is to 
share Jesus with all people as we 

J~oyfully worship 
E~ducate all people 
S~hare God’s Word 
U~tilize all gifts 
S~erve all souls 

Zion Lutheran Church 
17927 Dice Road 
Hemlock, Michigan 48626 

 

Zion Lutheran Church 
 
 
Pastor: Rev. Paul Hauser           
Church Office - 989-642-5909 
Secretary Office Hours    Tues. & Thurs. 2-4 pm 
                               Fri 9 am-11 am 
Pastor Home   989-327-1557 
Pastor’s Cell Phone                 989-964-8722 
Zion Prayer Chain   989-964-8722 
Zion’s E-mail                         admin@zionhemlock.org  
Zion’s Website                    www.zionhemlock.org 
   

Zion’s newsletter, “The Iva Chimes” is published bi monthly.  
Information to be included in the newsletter is due on or  

before the 23rd of the month and can be emailed to the church.     

 

  Sunday Worship  
    9:30 A.M. Divine Worship Service 

        (Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays of the month) 
      

NON-PROFIT ORG. 
U. S. POSTAGE  

P A I D 
HEMLOCK MI 

View this newsletter 
online at 

www.zionhemlock.org 

Return Service Requested 

Daylight Savings Time  
begins March 10 


